The final purging of the Makhnovists 1937-
1938

A short account of the repression that fell on old members of the Makhnovist movement in
1937-38.

The years 1937-38 were a terrible period in the Soviet Union. Stalin turned on his perceived
enemies within the Communist Party, murdering those organised around the Trotskyist
Opposition as well as many other Old Bolsheviks like Bukharin, Kamenev and Zinoviev.

In the process the surviving members of the anarchist and Makhnovist movement did not
escape these massacres. Practically all those Makhnovists who had not been murdered during
1918-1922 were arrested and shot.

One of the first Makhnovists to be arrested was the close associate of Nestor Makhno, Ivan
Lepetchenko, shot by the NKVD in Mariupol on October 20th 1920. His brother Pavel, also
an anarchist communist, appears to have perished at the same time.

The Zadov brothers, Lev and Daniilo (see libcom biography of Lev Zadov) were shot in
September 1938 and Viktor Belash (see libcom biography) perished in the same year.

Among other Makhnovists who were shot was Grigory Seregin (1884 - 1938) who had been
born into a peasant family in Kaluga province and who had worked as a fitter in Gulyai
Polye. He had been an anarchist-communist since 1906. From 1917 he had been a member of
a factory committee and was active within the metalworkers union. From the second half of
1917 until April 1918 he was chairman of the Gulyai Polye industrial communes, chairman



of the food council, and a member of the parish zemstvo. At the beginning of 1918, he was
chairman of the food section of the Makhnovist forces. He was a member of the Makhnovist
movement from August 1918 and served as secretary of the 2nd Gulyai Polye District
Congress (12-18.02.1919). In March 1919 he was appointed Assistant Chief of Supply of
Makhno's brigade. At the All-Army Congress on Sept. 1, 1919 he was elected a member of
staff of the Makhnovists, becoming an inspector and later head of food supplies which he
held until the summer of 1921). On August 28, 1921, together with a detachment of Makhno
he crossed over to Romania. In 1924, he took advantage of the amnesty offered by the Soviet
regime and returned to the Ukraine. By 1930, he was working as a fitter in Aleksandrovsk.
He was executed in 1938.

In Gulyai Polye in February - March 1938 the local NKVD arrested 40 people. They were:
Klim A. Deniega,

Efim Yakolevich Gorpinich,

Gavril Danilovich Gorpinich,

Roman Tikhonovich Gorpinich,

Ivan Braca,

Fedot Braca,

David I. Braca,

Grigory Ivanovich and

Nikita Kuzmich Lyutyi (probably both related to the notable Makhnovist Isidor Lyutyi),
Titus Porfirievich Sapyn,

Ivan Nepodya,

Gerasim Vasilievich Shamray,

Kuzma Timofeyevich Senenko,

Yakov Pedorya,

Pavel Trofimovich Martynenko,

Petr S. Tishchenko,

Avksenty Yemelianovich Kostoglot,

Akim Efimovich Rybalchenko,

Ivan Dmitrievich Pidrepny,

Anton A. Tarasenko,

Vasili Denisovich Lysenko,

Petr G. Zablocki,

Ivan Tikhonovich Kirichenko,

Alexander Franzevich Skomsky,

Anton Kuzmich Ostapenko,

Ivan Vovchenko,

Ivan Denisovich Vovk,

Alexander Stepanovich Roskaryaka,

Ivan Zhovnirenko,

Sergei Maximovich Hohotva ( probably related to another leading Makhnovist Pavel
Hohotva),

Timotei Eliseevich Pripihaylo,

lakov Artemyevitch Claus,

Savelij P. Bykovskii,

Nikolai Fedorovich Zhovnirenko,

Dimitri Lukic Verbitsky,

Luca Gavrilovich Filenko,

Titus A. Podgorny, Panagia Vasili Kravchuk,



Stepan Mikhailovich Ovdienko (Avdiyenko),
and Nikifor Timofeyevich Sprinky (Sirenek).

All those arrested in the case were charged "that they are involved in the Gulyai Polye
military Makhnovist Regiment, whose aims are armed struggle and revolt against the Soviet
Power, and that as members of the military Makhnovist counterrevolutionary insurgent
regiment, they carried out counter-revolutionary activities among the population aimed at
disrupting the activities of the Party and the Soviet authorities, proving unprofitable
collective farm system, accusing the Soviet power and the Party in every possible counter-
revolutionary way and slandering their leaders and are actively preparing to commit acts of
sabotage in the vulnerable state and collective farm sectors, and are prepared to commit
terrorist acts against the assets of Communists and Komsomol (Communist Youth) members
in the village,” under Articles 54-11, 54-10, 19, 54-8, 54-7 of Soviet law. In addition
Skomsky was charged with that "until the day of his arrest he was an agent of the Romanian
intelligence.”

For these crimes the NKVD troika of the Dnipropetrovs’k region sentenced all the accused to
death on 1st April 1938. Sentence was carried out in Dnepropetrovs’k on 23rd April (28
persons), April 25th (9 persons), May 9th (2 persons) and July 7th (1 person) 1938. Later on
all these victims were rehabilitated in 1959.

On similar charges two leading Makhnovists Ivan Chuchko and Nazar Zuychenko were
executed by the NKVD at Dnipropetrovs’k (see separate libcom biographies) on April 26th
and July 7th 1938 respectively.

Also indicted on similar charges by the Dnipropetrovs’k NKVD and indeed as leaders of the
“regiment” were Vasili Mikhailovich Sharovsky and Vlas Korneyevich Sharovsky. Vasili
was born in 24th December 1891 at Gulyai Polye. He was the son of the soldier Mikhail
Lukyanov Sharovsky and his wife Maria Radionova, both Orthodox. He served in the
Russian Army during World War One in a senior post. He was sympathetic to the Socialist
Revolutionaries, though never becoming a party member, later gravitating towards anarchist
communism. In 1917 he was head of the artillery battery of the Black Guard in Gulyai Polye.
From January to June 1919 he was chief of the artillery of the 3rd Zadneprovsky Brigade of
the Makhnovists. From September to December 1919 he was Assistant Chief of Artillery of
the Makhnovists, serving as chief of artillery. Vlas was also born in Gulyai Polye in 1896. He
was adjutant of the Makhnovist artillery and known for his bravery. Despite various
references to the Sharovskys being brothers, including the testimony to the NKVD by Belash,
this was not the case as can be seen from their patronymics. Belash says that Vlas worked in
a factory in the Dniproropetrovs’k region in 1930 established an underground Makhnovist
network. He was later joined in this by Vasili. The latter seems to have been fairly well
educated, working as a teacher in the Kiev region, and applying to become a candidate
member of the Communist Party, whilst carrying out underground Makhnovist activities! He
also became a member of the Gulyai Polye village council, a school trustee. Vasili and Vlas
were probably related to three other Sharovskys, all brothers, mentioned as Gulyai Polye
anarchists in Makhno’s memoirs, Piotr, Grigori and Prokop. Another notable Makhnovist,
Konstantin Chuprina, was also indicted on these charges and executed.

Also executed in 1938 was Ignat Fedorovich Bobrakov ( born 1893). He was an anarchist
sympathiser and worker who joined the Makhnovist movement in August 1918. In autumn
and winter 1919 he was chief of artillery supply to the Makhnovists. With the return of the
Bolsheviks to the Ukraine in January 1920 he left the movement. In the 1930s he worked as
director of the October Revolution factory in Odessa. He was arrested in late 1937 and shot in
the following year.




In the nearby Zaporozhye region at the khutor (farmstead) of Zelyoniy Gai, 22 other ex-
Makhnovists were arrested by the NKVD. Seven of these, including another Makhnovist
artillery man, the deputy commander of Makhnovist artillery, Dimitriy lvanovich Sipliviy,
were sentenced to death and shot. Sipliviy came from the middle peasants in the Grigorevka
Pologovsky area. From 1919 he was a member of the Gulyai Polye anarchist group and was
assistant chief of the Makhnovist artillery.
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